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So, I am Beatrice SZWEC, responsible of HIPPY project in France. It is a small scale starting project with no existing french version. This means that before starting an experiment we had to find the money for translation . We are doing it gradually, portion after portion, hoping also that these days in Berlin with HIPPY Germany and HIPPY International will help us find a partner who also is interested in HIPPY in French.

I also expect to meet the members of Board of National German HIPPY Organisation, to learn how and with whom they built their national organisation. The prospect is also to try  to net starting HIPPY in France with ten years old German program in a view of future applications for European fundings  

Why HIPPY in France? 

As most other countries, France has a strong problem with parental support and with integration of migrants .  But France also has its specific problems dued to her ex-colonial history.  For over thirty years the country has maintained an immigration policy that offered neither a welcoming programme nor an accompanying support to aid cultural integration on arrival.  Social and cultural  problems have resulted from the urban and suburban concentrations of a population of almost 7 millions inhabitants on a total of 62 millions! 

One can understand how important is the language issue in France when sharing the language and customs of the nation where you want to leave, work  and make a future for your children means that you are willing to share a common history. 

Every year 100 000 new people immigrate legally to France through marriage and family gathering. They mainly come from rural areas with low education and schooling where French language is often replaced by local languages and a diversity of dialects. 

 Since the last ten years our immigration knows social and cultural changes with the arrival of more educated migrants from Asia and eastern Europe. When they don’t speak French, they want to learn it and our new immigration policy has made it a strong invitation. The problem now for Paris which I know best is a strong shortage of French classes offers especially for mothers with children .

How we bring HIPPY to Paris 

The field project was launched in January 2003 in the quartier of La Chapelle in Paris’ 18th arrondissement. Simultaneously was created a local pilot scheme committee, chaired by the deputy-mayor of Paris’ 18th arrondissement. The idea was to initiate  a limited program with a group of ten tamil mothers for the duration of a ten weeks piece of the program 

May 2004,  40 families are served, we soon will finish the translation of  first year of HIPPY program. ( For children aged 4 to 5 ) and we will start two new groups in another urban and social surrounding of XVIIIeme arrondissement

How to finance HIPPY program in France ?

Here is the  french exception again.  Specialized institutions only support a project when their usual  institutional partners also supports it.  This means very complex claims to an average of eight to twelve institutions in order to raise the yearly budget! 
In our case, support has been obtained via the ATII initiative and has attracted interest from the following main institutions:  CAF (our French cash for child benefit) and FASILD (social funding for emigrants), REAP (parental help) the regional council of the ile de France, the general council of Paris, main welfare foundation called Fondation de France, the state ministry of social affairs and of course Paris municipality . Most important : the so called Politique de la VILLE which aim is to integrate in France urban restructuration and social rehabilitation is joining slowly the HIPPY partnership.   
Why the experiment  in la Chapelle ?
The quartier of La Chapelle itself is home to the largest concentration of immigrants in Paris: 40% but reaching 50% around rue de TORCY were we are experimenting HIPPY .  The population is largely made up of oppressed women and has  school drop-out rate and unemployement rate significantly higher than the Parisian average. 

 There is also a tremendous lack of structured welcoming programmes and of structured French language teaching during school hours. 

The 3 local PMI (mother-child protection workers) work closely with ATII, when Local pre-schools are rather passive towards parental innovation

We do not home visit but we train HIPPY mothers individually in alternance with group meeting in a social center.  

 Why don’t we homevisit ? Because of the bad housing and polygamie situations, women are ashamed. They prefer to go out, to have social intercourses, to meet other women , take some time for themselves and for the child. 

Tamil women also prefer HIPPY to be an occasion for going out. When we have group meetings the tamil monitor dresses in her traditional costume to show that  teaching and studying are highly considered by the  tamil community 

The fundamentals of the HIPPY programme in La Chapelle:

- There are 40 mothers : 4 groups plus a small one more heterogeneous and more fluent in French ( made up of 5 Turkish women, Africans and a Bosnian ) 

- The two founding groups are made up of Tamil woman, the news of the success of the first group having spread through their community via word of mouth.

· Third and forth groups are made up of West African women: The two monitors come from Mali and from Guinea . One speaks bambara and woloff, second works with  Sonninké , Malinké and Peulh speaking groups.

French priorities for the program

The aim is mainly psycho sociological, psycho pedagogical with much impetus put on personal, cultural and psycho-affective links. Better cognitive abilities  and better success at school  are a consequences of the secure relation of mother and child,  they are neither a priority nor a direct goal of our French approch

First priority :  to bring support to immigrant families and more specifically to the mother-child family units,

The national illiteracy rate in France is just over 11%, with between 7 and 7.5% is attributed to the immigrant populations. Who are the others? 

Each year 100 000 young people leave the education system without qualifications or job prospects.  Therefore, every ten years, we can expect roughly one million young people in France to be hanging around with nothing positive to do. The worst afflicted areas are the suburbs, which already suffer from antisocial behaviour, street racing, gang rapes and now an anti-Semitism that is threatening to replicate the situation in the Middle East. 

2nd important aim is to facilitate comprehension and usage of French and to create a bilingual familial atmosphere that gets rid of the feelings of guilt and which anticipates the conflicts of loyalty that can occur  between the different languages spoken at home and at school.  

More concisely, HIPPY lets parents and children develop at their own pace and helps them to establish an interactive learning space in the home: 

The involvement of the parents in the child’s education promotes the joys of reading and the pleasure associated with learning and communicating together.

HIPPY Chapelle achievements in one year

We started  with a group of ten, shy and retiring, Tamil mothers who almost did not speak  French.  Six months down the track there were thirty-two and now forty  mothers involved . They come from all over the world, and they  assiduously follow this new method of learning through role-play how to play and have fun with their pre-school children

We have six part time employees among which 4 parental monitors and  a field animator. She coordinates the monitors, the plannings, the logistics, the weekly trainings, the materials and so forth. 

Personnaly, I still coordonate, develop communicate, train in la Chapelle, I rewrite all the translations in French and I raise the foundings .

 I intend now to dedicate more to further developpement with new field operators

The visible achievements for women involved in HIPPY

- Changing self-image and attitude of mothers and monitors : 

Since the first weeks of the experiment, nine out of ten mothers say that they are proud to be able to play and learn with their children, and to witness their progress 

- Social emulation and economic insertion: The professional and social promotion of immigrant women, notably of the monitors is one of the most frequently highlighted triumphs of HIPPY  A number of skills are acquired: respect for punctuality and keeping appointments, listening, increased self-confidence and an ability to communicate effectively are the discreet but promising signs that integration into society is working well.

Relationship dynamics: I want to express that  each mother that registers with the program in la Chapelle is effectively signing her whole family up, meaning widespread benefits.  

Quotes of the permanent feed back that we get in la Chapelle 
HIPPY has given me a way to introduce French at home, before I wouldn’t have dared to try, says one mother. 

At my house everyone joins in with the games. The big kids squabble with the little ones about coming first. Says another. 

I’m definitely going to continue, my son asks me every day for ‘his work’. Adds a third woman.

 “…it’s amazing!  Before, with my family, I would never have dared to try and speak anything other than my own language, Tamil.  Now, French has come into our house rather than just being something on the outside…with my children we now chat and play…  ”

“I always wanted to play with my child, but I never knew what to do.  With HIPPY everything has changed.  I feel so much better, my child is happy and laughs all the time.”

“I love to make animal noises with my child.  We worked together to discover the names of all the animals and now we have so much fun.”

“Now, everyday my four year old daughter asks me: where is my work?  Tell me mummy, don’t I have any work today?”

“I really want to be able to understand my son better and also to meet other women…her son: I help my mum to read and I’m very happy.”

“With the HIPPY programme I can help my son and I am very proud…I’d never want him to know that I can neither read nor write, I’d be so ashamed…”
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